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SPIRIT OF UNREST
PREVAILING LEAD BELT

Feeling General That Material Inerease
in Wage Scale Must Be Made Soon
toPrevent Walk-Out in District

A Times, reporter visited the Lead
Belt Tuesdny and made general in-
quities as to the real stute of feeling
in regard to any contemplated labor

troubles nmong the miners of that re-
gion. This trip was made to try and
get the reul stutus of the matter, in
regard to which a number of unidenti-
fied rumors have been floating about.

It was found that a number of ma-
chine men in the Federal had walked
out on Saturday. Their trouble was
with the contract system, under which
they are working, Their objection
was that the contractor, under the
system in vogue, was permitied to
keep practically all of tke profits from
their work, eir contention is that
they should be permitied to at least
share in the profits, in view of .the
fuct that they do practically all of
the work, while the contractor, very
often, seldom appears on the job,
This matter was in  some manner
patched up, temporarily at least, and
the men, to the number of about sev-
enty-five, so we were informed, went
back to work Monday,

While in Flat River we heard & ru-
mor to the effect that by Saturday
night of this weck there would prob-
ably be & general walkout from all
the mines. tht dilligent inquiry fail-
el to verify such rumor, nor were any
indications of such o movement yis-
ible theresbouts., A petition was in
circulation, hqwm’er. which was being
numarously signed, not only by min-
ers, but by business men generally,
asking for a very material incrense
in the wage scale of all miners. We
also found that the feeling was quite
general in the business  districts
against the mine operators, the gon-
eral expression being that the miners
‘are now underpaid, considering the
sonring prices of all commodities.

While in ordinary times the wages
now being paid would appear to be
good—the !Eowlurs. the lowest puid
lubor in the mines, being about $3.85
for an eight-hour d.lr—t.ho facts are
that it requires practically every cent
?t mlu'h arlll’onnt to k?!y“-l fair sized
amily—and economically spent—ma
thing of which the average miner's
family knows little. While to the su-
perficial observer, things appear to be
unusually brisk in the Lead Belt,
talks with different merchants there
disvloses the faet that very little mon-
oy is being spent there, by the grost
mining population, for other than the
barest necossitios.

But the strongest argument we
heard in faveor of a materisl inerease
in the miners’ wage scale, was that
if the mining ecompanies could not
now afford to pay enough to keep the
miners and their families comfortably
and wall, with a chance to lay a lit-
tle by, especially among the more
thrifty, when could they expéct such |
a fair wage seale? If it could not|

be paid now, with lead marketing ot
11c and 12¢ per pound, would it be
posgible for conditions to exist that
would permit them a little profit on
their work? Such centention certuin-
ly seems remsonmble and just. There
if no question nbout the enormous
fmﬂta that are being cleaned up by
he mining corporations. The only
question is as the extent of their an-
nunl net profits. Rumor has it all the
way from $26,000,000 to $50,000,000
during the past year.

Now, The Times has no desife to
criticise these great mining corpora-
tions. Had it not been for the found-
ers of these companies, who riaked
their money in the development of
thut great mineral field, these mining
properties could not possibly be
in the splendid state of development
that they are at this time. t, while
these corporations have benefited that

\Crop Prospects

Never Betfer

Several light rains  have visited
this section of country during the
past week, invariably folling at night,
when they would do the most good.
The finest of these showers fell %od-
nesday nigth, and while it might have
been sligthly more beneficial had it
bean more abundant, it was sufficiont
to add fresh impetus to crops and
vegetation, and have added much to
the prospects for a really bumper
crop in this community, where cor-
tainly eropg could hardly look finer,

edt, corn, oats, hndy potatoes
nnd all garden truck could hardly look
bettor, nnd there ix nprarently nothing
in the way at this time for a rull‘v'
bumper crop. The manner in whic
wheat has come forth within the past
few wooks seoms little short of mar-
velous. At that time many farmers
were complaining that thelr wheat
was no —would not produce the
guantity of the seed. ow these
armers are estimating their wheat
yield at 20 to 30 bushels to the acre.
Certainly wheat could not look better,
with great heads bending over with
the weight of the maturing in.
And all other crops are practically
on o par with wheat, though wheat is
now almost ready for the harvest,
and there is no adverse conditions
that could now possibly overtake it
to seriously impair an enormous

community by risking their money in
the long ago, that field has also prov-
en worthy of the confidence they dis-
played, and has alvendy returned to
them a thousund-fold on their invest-
ment. We would therefore suggest!
that, in our opinlon, it would he emi-
nently fair and just, not only to the
miners, through whose efforts the
enormous present profits are being
obtained, but to operators as  well, |
that they establish the same sliding
scale of pricex that are in vogue in
most other mining flelds. In this way
the wage scale s governed by the
muarket price of the mineral that is
produced. This plan is satisfactory
elsewhere, and The Times believes it
would prove to be entirely satisfac-
tory in the ‘Lead Belt of St. Francois
county.

If some such plan is not instituted
#oon it is the general fear, as we found
it, throughout that section, that there

will be serious trouble there soon.
While the members of these great
corporutions are éating) double por-

terhouse stéaks in New York, why not
permit the men who dre bringing,
them in their enormous profits an oc-
cagional soup-bone, at lesst? That
these corporations are desirous of

yield.

SOME “SPUDS" \

Uncle Frank Coffman has, as far
as we know, the blue ribbon on the
vaising of Irish “spuds”, ;
This spring he planted o peck of
Early Triumph potatoes. The peek
was obtained at a cost of $1.00, Sey-
eral doys ago he dug elght bushels of
potatoes, grown from this peck, and
#old them at $4.00 per bushel, This
brought him $32 on the original in-

o Valley, the extreme west limit

to Steal Junk

Homer Wines and Sam Crawley,
aged 14 and 18 years, respectively,
are now fully convineed that it doesn't
p-s to steal junk.

ne day week before last they de-
cided that one of the junk dealers in
Fredericktown had toe mueh junk on
hand wnd accordingly they relieved
him of brass, copper and other junk
to the value of Eg worth and disposed
of it to another junk dealer there,
The man from whom the Jjunk was
taken seems to huve missed it and up-
on inquiving among other dealers
soon located the misa[ng woods, The
boys had been paid with a check and
by this means the miscreants were
located. v

Wednesday the Sheriff of Madison
eounty came here and took Wines and
Crawley back with him to Frederick-
town to face the charge of petit lar-

B

ig Is not the only misdeed by
which Wines is confronted, as it is
reported that he had stolen a bicyele,
on which he was paying by the in-
stallment plan, an sul(r it to ano-

ther party along with a pump for
which he had not bargained, without
furnishing payment.

Meat —Hous_e Looted

’ Some gluttenous thief, with no rve-
gard for the laws of God or man, but
with mulicious pretence, on Wednes-
day night burglarized the  smoke
house of J. C. Alexander at Sprimf_
of
Farmington, and carried off about 100

unds of bacon. If that thief can

apprehended he ought to be chain-
od up in a close room for a week or
more and fed on a scant ration of
vorn ponerand water, with a pan of
sweet-smelling frying bacon just out

vestment of £1.00, aof reach torturing his alfuclory
It was “some” business, nerves,
e —— - — —

for same.
save costs and trouble

kv:rln[ n disaffection and dis-
cord there is nttested by the fact that
another increase of ten per cont wing
allowed on the originul wage seale of
52,40, which was added on the last
ay day, Wednesday of this week.
ut what is a 26 cent raise in these
days of bloated prices? It is not
enough, so those most vitally inter-
ested believe. It is for the good of
the operators, as well as for the good
of the miners, that The Times pre-
sents its findings in this important
matter. The mine owners should be
hig enough to extend their vision to
include the interests of the miners in
their ealeulations, They must know
that the “cheapest” way is not always
the best way o conduct great business
interests,

$100,000,00 for
the Red Cross

This is Red Cross Week, so desig-
nated by proclamation of President
Wilaon, in which it is propesed tol
raise one hundred million dollars by
subscription for Red Cross work,
Tee ehurehies in Farmington last
Sunday called attention to this mat-
ter and nlso to the raising of a fund
for the Y. M, C. A, in its' work in our
militacy carops, Cards to be sigoed
and returned next Sunday with the

New York by the middle of the week
had  subseribed 17,000,000, Other
citiss are reported as  subseribing
generously, and one fifth of the $100,-
000,000 wns subscribed the first two
days,

“armington should not leave thia
worthy and patriotic movement to' the
ci:ut'vf‘ma alone, The business men
should take hold, enll a public moat-
ing and shew their interest in the
great work in which tke Red Croas
Association is engagoed in cnring for
and nursing the wounded. Theirs is
not only a patriotic Inbor, but & mis-
sion of mercy., 1t may be your boy
to whom they will give succor and

amount of individual subscriptions
were distributed to the congregations,
The Christinn Church, we believe,
was the only one to take up a rlimr:ti
subiseription, which amounted to §24.-
01, ‘This money, we understand, is!
to he divided nlun]lfy between  tho!
sRed Cross and the Y. M. C, t1

the beginning and ¢lose of the wer-|
e congregation standing re-|

vices
peatod in concert the national pledge:

“1 pledge alleginnce to my flag and
to the Republic for which it stands— |
one nation indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all”

President Wilson sent out the fol-
lowing medsage to the Mayors of the
larger citiea: .

“The American people by their ov-
erwhelming subseription to the Lib-|
erky I.o?n have given & new encour-
ement to the high ciples for
which Americs enterod wir, Dur-
ing the week now beginning which
have designated as Red Cross Woek,
they will have a unique ‘privilege of
manifesting America's usefulness, as
well as the real spirit of sacrifies that

animates our people,, May I urge that
our city do its part in raising the

$100,000000 Red Cross war  fund,

measuring the generosity of its gifts

bg'rgm urz;n of :.ihnmd.m ;.100.000

e work of ng ] =

000 for tho Mrg'o has

en up by the peo

siasm, and .

before th

sum, like the

relurn to you alive from the battle-
field. Do your “bit.”

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY

Last Thursduy night, June 14, at
the Central High School in St. Louis,
70 young men and women gradu
und received diplomas for their four
YeArs course. ¢ ocension was made
more interesting by the prosence om
the stage of some of the graduates
of 67, fty yetrs ago, Of this class
of 82, which at that time was the
largest class ever gradunted from the
Figh Schoal, 10 are dead and the re-
muining 22 were located and invited
to be present. On this evening, af-
ter several orations and songs, the
\cluss of '67 who had reserved seats in

resented by her ddaoghter, Dr.
James A. ell, | was valedie-
torian of &?&%7, responded
fo; the class on this happy occasion,

man and

G n business
Daniel m, a lawyer, were the|
 “boy" ‘members proyent. Mrs.
Jemima | Holton, Mra.
Ha p Delafield,  Mrs. Hattie
Bel £ l‘ltolt.-antllmlhr:, Susie
hﬂn ) cWone | re-
mmo!g:m mrdvemry”guﬁa

Tax Payers, Take Warning!

Suit will be filed on all taxes unpaid fif-
teen (15) days after you receive statement
lease attend to your taxes and

Respectfully,
JMCESJ. CROKE, Collector.

Doesn’t Pay h

County Court-' ‘Finally -Dee{ties to Enter

Upon Permanent

Good Road Work

and Orders Necessary Equipment

The County Court Judges on Tues-
day afternoon held a called meeting
for the purpose of conefrring with
good rond experts, ns well as a num-

ber of representative citizens, in re-
gurd to making purchases of some
oxpensive machinery, which they con-
sidered necessary If the work of per-
manent good ronds was to be really
begun in St. Francois county, Be-
sides a fair representation of eiti-
zens, there was also present B, E, Me-
Kee, President and General Manager
of the Pleasant Valley Development
Co., at Iron Mountain, which com-
runy owns 16,000 acres in that vicin-
ty, u large part of which land is in
this county, There was also present
Mr, Conway, who I8 moannger of the
Garford Motor Truck Co,, in St
Louis, and who is also abundantly in-
formed in the detail work of good
rouds hulldin‘r,
Presiding Judge Garrett called the
meeting to grder and immediately
called upon My, MeKee to state what
he knew of good ronds work, ns well
as what he had to offer. To such in-
vitation Mr. McKee promptly and
most interestingly responded, His
talk developed the fact that he knew
a great deal about good roads work,
In fact he was for many years a con-
tractor for good roads work. But he
is now out of that work, and at pres-
ent is developing and improving the
property of the Pleasant Valley De-
velopment Co, of which he s prac-
tically the whole thing, ewning all
but two shares in that organization.
As renewed mining operations are
soon to begin at Tron Mourntain, it is
ossontinl that the huge dump of chat
that has been thete sinee mining op-
erations were abandoned there years
ago, it is imperative that the chat
dump be removed. As severnl partios
had been trying to buy this dump of
iron chat, his business at the meeting
was to offer to St. Francois county
three-fourths of that dump for 25
cents n square. He was determined
to hold ene-fourth of the chat dump
for. roud improvement on his own
ro He stited that he had al-

County Sunday |
School Convention

The St. Francois County Bunday
School Association held its eighth an-
nual convention on June 14th and 15th |
in the Preshyterian Church at Des-
loge. It was the largest and most
enthusinstic convenfion yet held by
this nssocintion. The wide-nwake, ef-
ficient president, C. B, Denman, was|
there early to greet the first dele-
gates, who began to arrive at an ear-
Iy hour, and when the first day closod |
178 delogates had registered, ~ At the
close of the convention the number

attendance. Thirty out of a total of

gram moved with snap and vim, and
the various anddresses awakened live-
ly discussions, showing n thoroughly
aroused interest in the different phas-
es of Sunday School work,

Mr. Bowmar's address on  %The
Records of the School” caused every
pastor and superintendent to express
the wish that his secrotary were there,
and “The Work of the Superintendent”
was so efficiently covered and the
ideal 5o Ligh that each superintendent
in the county should feel how great is
his privilege.

“One Aim of the Sunday School,”
by Mr. Veith, and “The Efficient Sut-
day School” by Mr, Bowmar were

ring us.
The following towns and Sunday
chools were  represented by  the
ber of delegates set forth to each:
~Farmington — Presbyterian, 27;
'Baptist, 12; M. E. South, 6; M. E,
20: Christian, 6, :
nne Terre—Congregational,
Me E. South, 16; Baptist, 14,
Leadwood—M. E, South, 18.
Flat River—M. E. South, 9; Bap-
él&t. b; Presbyterian, 11; Christian,
0,
Elvins—Baptist, 6; Christian, 1; M.
E, South, 5.

the audience were invited to come up| “Bismarck—M. E. South. #: Bap*
mi the "’:ﬁ‘&’?“ There w;re sev;n u,a, a9 e

swho 1 n nd one who th . Ei South, 6.

was lin E:ﬂ Antonio, 8, WIS rep-| oy un—hlll.llonlr; Baptist, 3;

L!‘ru Baptist, 6; Methodist Episcopal,
Frankelay, M. E, South, 2.
Pleasant '?Q—Union. 1.

. Hopewell—Ugilon, 1.
‘Primmn—Blﬁl::. 1.
Brightstone—Presbyterian, 1.

Knob Lick—Union, 1.
Cédar Falls—M. E. South, 1.

reached 242 exclusive of the Desloge |

roof of the enlurged vigion that they,

Departmental  Superintendents —
Elementary, Miss rgaret’ Baugh,
Bonne Terre; Secondary, Mres, Edw,
Griftin, Flat River; Teacher Training,
Dr. Charles Schuttler, Farmington
Route 3; Management, Rev. M. H.
Murkley, Flat River: Adult, Rev. R.
S, Boyd, Farmington.

Prospects Brighten

Word received from Albert Wul-

| fert the first of the week, from the
« Miami mineral field, where he is look-

ing after the interests of the Farming-
ton Mining Co., ag its superintendent
and general manager, stiates that a
new drlll hole which is belng put down

8 thools W i | near the center of the 47 nere tract
L .,'“h"" b l:(!pl@bﬂll‘;ﬁd. lowned by this gompany, had struck a
From the opening session the pm*[ vich vein of lead and jack at a depth

of 103 feet, and was still in the same
vein at u depth of 180 feet, showing
an ore dopth ut that time of 25 feet,

This is the thirteenth hole that has
been rut down by this compuny, on
their 47-nere tract, and rich vre bodies
have been developed in  twelve of
them, while “shines” were abundant
even in the remaining one. They are
sinking a shaft also, which is now
down about 90 feet, while the ore body
beging st o depth of about 150 feet.
Their “soundings”; ns well as the Iny
of their holdings, in regard to other
bigpest producers, indicate thai the
Farmington Mining Co. have one of
the richest cisims In that entire min-
ernl flehl.

Superintendent Wulfert, who is al-
so secretury and treasurer of the
company, writes that the mill is now
on the grounds, that work of putting
it up will begin at once, and that he
expecte to have it ready to run with-
in ninety days, Mr, Wulfert has had

8; | considerable experience in the work

Fin which he i5 now engaged, and there
is absolute obnfidence among all
stockholders that he will secure the
best possible results from that splen-
did property.

At n meeting of the stockholders,
which was held in this city last week,
the i‘ollowin% officers of the Farming-
ton Mining Co. were elected:

President—W. R. Lang. !

Vica President—Russell Doss.

Secretary and Treasurer—Albert
Waulfert,

Board of Directors—W. R. Lang,
J.W. M . T H. Stam, Albert
Wulfert, George Trauernicht and Rus-
sell Doss, ¢

New' and Renew

The following new and renewal sub-
'nn_eﬁptiou have been received at The
mes H .

i

rea { con offéred 60 cents a square
for that chat, but he felt that if it
was used on the roads of this county
it would be of much greater value to
him, in improving his large land
holdings,

He snid this chat material was the
finest road dressing he had ever found
in all his road experionce. His ans-
wer to any who might doubt his as-
sertion was for them to come to Iron
Mountain and see the roads there,
which are dressed with this material,
and which have had hardly nny re-
puirs on them in the lust twenty or
twenty-five years, He sajd that if
roads, with a durnble foundation, were
finished with this chat, they would
lost practically forover, with but lit-
tle care, as that material packed until
it s practically hard as iron itself.
While he did not propose to beg the
county to buy, he would be very glad
if it would decide to take the chat
dump, and he would be willing to sign
a contract to furnish this county with
all the chat thalt may hevenfter come
from the renewed workings of the
ron mines.

A number of eitizens expressed their
views on the very exeeptionsl quality
of this iron chat for rond surfaving;

that it requited no oil to cnuse it to|

pack; that it gave off absolutely no
dust; that the greater the amount of
travel over it the smoother and better
the surface became, The greatest pro-

position in connection with its use on)

the ronds in this county was its trans-
portation, That the Court had already
made Some investigation inte the
matter was here made manifeat, by
the fact that & machine man was on
hand to solve the transportation prob-
lem, He was Mr. Conway, manager
of the Garford Motor Truck Co., of
St. Louis. . According to his figures,
the rond builder made by his company,
furnished the solution to the trans-
portation problem, and at the same
time spread the chat over the entire
toadway. By keeping this grest en-
gine moving throughout two 10-hour
shifts it would haul this chat from
Iron Mountain and spgead it over the
ropda In this county in quantities of
not less than eighty tons o day.

The last speaker was Benj, H.

Mnrbury, who had just come into the
meoting and knew sbsolutely nothing
of what had previously been said or
done. On being called on to  say
something, however, he promptly re-
sponded, and his natural aptitude for
siying the right thing at the right
time, as well ns his grest enthusiasm
for’ improvement, was his only
guide. But while his speech was
maost foreoful, it was just what was
needed to crystalize the thoughts of
all those present—along the lines,
that mest present had beén thinking,
but were unable to express them-
selves, He sald that all previous
courts had “shunted” the responsibil-
ity of inaugurating a plan for perma-
nent good ronds work, and that It was
now up to the present court, if they
were to do their full duty in the mat-
ter to the people who elected them, to
take action in this most important
matior at once. He urged that this
road builder should be bought—he
would buy two if he were doing it
The idea that a county ns rich as St,
Francois county is—with at least
$200,000000 of actunl  wenlth—was
not able to thoroughly equip herself
for the best possible road work, was
merest buncombe,

His spesch was just what was need-
ed in order to start the movement
with the proper zest and enthusiasm,
and the Count?u Judges deecided to
close the deal for the Iron Mountain
chat dump, which has an estimated
amount of 5,000 yards of that splen-
did road surfacing materinl. They al.
80 purchased of the Garford Motor
Truck Co., of St. Louis, a road build-
er, at a cost of $6,100, while from the
Federal Truck Co., of St. Louis, they
purchased two trailors, at a cost of
about 81,600 each, This equipment is
to be shipped at once, and when it ar-
rives the work of permanent good
ronds for St. Francols county will be
pressed forward, There is no resson-
uble question of n doubt but that the
present County Judges will be heart-
tly endorsed and commended for their
action in this most important mut-
ter, if not now, then soon as the whols
public can be brought into immedi-
ate contact with the unspeakable ad-
vantages that truly modern roads uf-
ford them,

But there is one fenture nbout this
transaction that will flare up to blind
the Doubting Thomases, and that is
that this good roads equipment will
overdraw considerubly on the road
funds of the county, which were al-
rendy practieally consumed for the
present year without hardly any no-
ticeable improvement being made in
the roads. But it is & focl, never-
theless, that next year's road money
must be drawn on to pay for this

enr's road supplies ond equipment.
Now, don't you think it r::ﬁiy is o
shame—if not n positive erime—that
our County Court must be tied down
in sueh n manner, for want of suf-
fielent rond money, to thus have to
halt and hesitate, when the good of
the public highwiys is  concerned ?
The very thought that one of the
richest counties in the whole State
of “Missouri—whose naectunl proporty

value will exceed $200,000,000—s0ems
contemptible,

This is the time, of all times, it ip-
pears to The Times, when St. Fran-
cois county should vots at least $500,-
000 for improved rouds, $1,000,000
would be better., But with £aun,oon
all the public rouds in the county
could be put in condition that they
could bo traveled in comfort, at any
and all sensons of the year. And
what would such a splendid sum of
money, solely for the purpose of road
improvement, cost the avorage tax-
payer of the county? Practically—
and we belleve absolutely—not one
cont more than he is now paying in
taxes, The only interests it could ma-
terlally effecl would be the big min-
ing companics, and the only way in
which it would be more expensive to
tham would be providing the assossed
volue of their plants was ralsed some-
what over their present nssessed val-
ue, which is now genorally recognized
as being entirely too low. Give us
a chance to vote on a bond issue for
gerrmment good roads—for cither
500,000 or $1,000,000, s the peopls
may indicate. The Times believes the

ple are now ready for such a bond
BEUe,

Road Macadam
Surfacing
SEALED BIDS ASKED '

1917, by Albert Walfert, County
Clerk; for crushed rock dressing for

approxima one mile of the Farm-
n_ and ro road; also for
linepl feet on the Burks - road

a2 I ¥ o ¥

Cut-off,
. .Bldde s

Unti) 10:80 o'elock a:m: July 12, |iog coinects the m

Miniature Strike

Six railway.men on ‘the Mine La
Motte road, a short line of railroad
ines with the mai;
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